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edges, and the innermost quills  rose-pink, also edged with
white.
The bill and face are orange-yellow, the eyes pale yel-
low, and the legs brown. Young birds are brown with a
white belly and dark quills and tail. This bird is about
the size of the White and Black Storks, but has a longer
bill, this measuring ten inches.
It is found as a resident all over India, except in the
Punjab, and also in Southern China and Cochin China.
But in the Malay Peninsula and Islands, it is replaced by
the allied species Pseudotantalus lacteus, which has no
pink on the wing or black on the breast. Our species
used to be called the Pelican Ibis, but, as Dr. Blanford
very mildly puts it, that name involves error—the bird
not being either Pelican or Ibis ! It rather reminds one
oi the definition of a crab by the compiler of a dictionary,
as "a red fish that walks backwards/' The proud origi-
nator of this diagnosis submitted it to a naturalist friend,
who informed him that he only had three criticisms to make
thereon, viz., that a crab was not red, was not a fish, and
did not walk backwards ! The Painted Stork, like his rela-
tives generally, is interested in both crabs and fish. It
sometimes pursues its piscatorial pursuits alone, but
breeds in company, often on trees near villages. Its nest
is rather small for so big a bird, and it may lay a great
many eggs for a Stork, even up to eight; but four is the
usual number. The young, like those of Storks in general,
are easily tamed, and look very funny as they sit on their
hocks with their wings open but not spread, bowing
grotesquely and wheezing as they beg for food. The young
of the Marabout do the same.
The Painted Stork, with his sallow countenance, and
partly bald head, looks a most woe-begone bird, but he
can give a good account of himself nevertheless, and at the
Calcutta Zoological Garden it has been found possible to
leave him and all his beforementioned relatives out at
night, while the next two species, being considerably small-
ler, have had to be housed for fear of jackals.

